
The New Lifers: The early
worship service on Sunday.
If you don’t have one cur-
rently, try it for these six

weeks and invite everyone to attend.
Recruit some musicians and use con-
temporary music with instrumentation
from popular music (keyboards,
flutes, guitars, saxophones, etc.). The
service should not be formal — it
may be more visual than verbal, fea-
turing drama, voice choirs, and dia-
logue or trialogue sermons. Focus less
on denominational liturgies and more
on sharing with the community.
Congregational participation should
be emphasized in all phases of the
service. Your audience will not neces-
sarily be young; this approach will
appeal to those who are non-liturgical,
dress less formally, and enjoy music.

The Tradition Keepers: The
main (great) service, with
music, scripture, prayers, and
the sermon complementing

one another in a traditional liturgy.
Choir and organ music is very impor-
tant. A theme could be chosen which
will complement a study conducted
during the Sunday school hour and/or
during the week. It is important to
bring other people into the Lenten
planning. Look for some personal wit-
nessing, outside musicians, special art,
and the opportunity to invite back
members who have been inactive. Ask
your people to write prayer petitions,
select hymns on a certain theme, or
create reflections for the worship bul-
letin. If you have an answering service,
allow a different member each day to
record a blessing or do a devotion dur-
ing the hours when a secretary is not
present to answer the phone. The key
word here is “recruit.” But do it now!

YOUR RESURRECTION DAY MINISTRY

THE PLAN
Try something DIFFERENT for Lent to Involve the
Whole Congregation (and Make Room for Outsiders)

Here is a plan that requires great
energy, but promises great results!
The key to success is recruiting lead-
ersand defining their role as early as
possible. The goal for these paceset-
ters should be to help every member
discover (and reaffirm) that Jesus
Christ died for them personally and
was resurrected to a life which he
seeks to share with every believer.

To achieve this, form a team of
leaders who will enlist people with
common interests to meet at specific
times during the week. As always,
your congregational staff (i.e. pastor,
the choir director and organist, and
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women’s organization, and youth lead-
ership) are key players. But you can
also enlist church council members or
elders for assistance in any number of
areas.

This is also a perfect opportunity
for every member to invite a friend or
neighbor to one of the programs. While
many people are somewhat reluctant to
invite others to a worship service, they
can easily invite them to a Bible study
or discussion group.

When you begin discussions with
your leadership you will probably dis-
cover other alternatives or modify the
times suggested in this plan.
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